PRESS RELEASE
An opportunity for professional artists as part of a Public Art Commission – Per Cent For Art Scheme for Portlaoise 
Scoil Chríost Rí, Presentation Girls Secondary School and St Mary’s CBS Boys Secondary School, Borris Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois
The Boards of Management of Scoil Chríost Rí and St Mary’s CBS under the Department of Education & Science, Per Cent for Art Scheme wish to announce details of an opportunity for professional artists working in the area of sculpture as part of a joint Public Art commission for the new schools, buildings and environs at Borris Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.  
Both Scoil Chríost Rí and St Mary’s CBS have strong historical associations with Portloaise being centrally located within the town for over 100 years.  The Presentation sisters have been involved in education in Portlaoise since they first established a convent in the old Infirmary in 1824.  A new convent was erected in 1886 and it was on this site that the secondary school building for SCR was built and opened 1968.  Likewise, the CBS has had a presence in Portlaoise since 1847 and the old school building has been occupied at Tower Hill since that time.

Both schools relocated to their new purpose built campus on the Borris Road this summer.  The development was funded through a public private partnership.  Each school building has a contemporary architectural expression.  Having been designed by a different architectural firm, each building has a separate and distinctive character.  This was important for both schools as it reflects the independent ethos and individuality of both school communities.  Both schools successfully applied for funding under the Per Cent for Art Scheme at the planning stage of the PPP project and have now decided to pool the fund to maximize the potential of this exciting opportunity for artist/s to make work on an innovative and ambitious scale. 
At this stage in the commissioning process, the Boards of Management of Scoil Chríost Rí and St Mary’s CBS are seeking submissions from professional visual artists showing expressions of interest in this project.  The total fund is €98,790 to include all fees, costs, fabrication, insurance, transport and installation etc.  The commission will be awarded by a two-stage selection process.  At the second stage, artists will be short-listed and invited to submit a detailed concept proposal for the finished artwork/s which both schools wish to have completed and installed for April, 2012.  The deadline for receipt of the expressions of interest is 3pm, Tuesday, 1st March, 2011.
For an application form and artist’s brief for this joint commission, please contact:  
The Secretary, St Mary’s CBS, Borris Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.  
Tel.  

057  8635041
E-mail: 
portlaoisecbs@eircom.net 
Web:

www.portlaoisecbs.com
