T

he history of St. Mary’s C.B.S. began in 1847
when Brother Vincent Culkin first arrived in Maryborough, as Portlaoise was then called. Famine and
widespread poverty greeted the Brothers as they set about
educating the young men of the area – giving them hopes
for a better future through education. Portlaoise was only
the second establishment of the Christian Brothers outside
Dublin and it enjoyed the strong support of the local clergy
and people, helping it grow from strength to strength over
the last 163 years.

St. Mary’s C.B.S.
P O R T L A O I S E
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he early foundation consisted of the building abutting on Tower Hill, marked by a plaque over which
stands a statue of Our Lady, the Patroness of the
establishment- its faithful guardian throughout the years.

– Founded 1847 –

oon the classrooms were filled with boys anxious to
learn and the school which began small, expanded.
A new monastery was erected to include a science
laboratory and new accommodation for six brothers. This
new school, fronting Tower Hill, was reopened in January 1907. Local building materials and donations from the
people of the area supported this venture. Through the history of St. Mary’s in Portlaoise there has always been this
close link with the community, up to the extension in the
1970’s of the present Hall, Science Labs and Library and
through to the present day Parents’ Council fundraising activities.

Celebrating
the end of an Era
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ome have achieved distinction, notably Colonel
James Fitzmaurice who successfully co-piloted the
first East to West Atlantic crossing; Kevin and
Thomas O’Higgins who became eminent Statesmen; AND
Joseph Meehan, one of the best known sportsmen at the
beginning of the century, to mention just a few.
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ince its beginning, many students have passed
through its doors and St. Mary’s C.B.S has established a high reputation – both academically and
on the sports field.

Programme of Events
Wed., April 28th
Fri., April 30th
		
Sat., May 1st
Mon., May 10th & Tues., May 11th

Celebration of Music through the years in Tower Hill. Concert will take place in Dunamaise Centre.
Mass on school Premises
Open Day with memorabilia from days gone by in the school (photos, school records etc.)
Sports Events – Past Pupils v Current Pupils in school field.
“Grease- The Musical” jointly organised with the Presentation Convent in the Dunamaise Centre.

